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! This is in response to the Official Action mailed 

February 26, 2004. 

1 REMARKS 

\ The rejection of claims 1-9 as unpatentable under 35 
uU.c/ 103(a) as obvious over Goldhor et al. (US 5,231.670) 
i^ view of White (US5, 386,494) is respectfully traversed. 

j the basic Goldhor et al. patent may be directed to 
similar subject matter as the present invention. However, 
it is not directed to the same problems as the present 
invention, and does not disclose any solution over which the 
present invention would be obvious . 
| It should be noted that the present invention is not 
primarily concerned with speech dictation or "speech to 
tlext" recognition systems wherein the spoken terms are 
Recognized for word processing purposes. Rather, the 
jjresent invention is directed to speech or voice recognition 
cjf spbken commands used to control systems for a wfde 
Variety of purposes including control commands which could 
tte usjed for the control of speech recognition word 
processing systems. Applicants make this distinction 
because the Goldhor system deals with both command 
recognition 1 and spoken text recognition. However. 1 Goldhor 
ot al. deal with. command recognition and processing in a 
manner quite different from Applicants' processing of 
commands. As will be hereinafter shown, the Examiner in 
applying Goldhor 's disclosure does not distinguish Goldhor' s 
;?roc#ssing of commands from Goldhor' s processing of spoken 
text ! and seems to be inappropriately combining elements from 
Soldior'.s command processing with Goldhor 's spoken text 
processing 'in the attempt to anticipate Applicants' 
invention. 

■The present invention is directed to command control 
technology, wherein, for example, a user may navigate 
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tjrough a colter system's graphical user totmr^ WU 
.bj the user speaking the elands which are customarily 
;4und in the systems' menu text, icons, labels ^tons 
. eic. . Many deficiencies in speech recognition both^ . 
: processing and in command technologies result from i^" nt 
. vkce recognition errors due in part to the status of the 

technology and in part to the variability of user speech 

patterns and the user's ability to remember the specific . 
. commands necessary to initiate actions, in word processing 

visual feedback which confirms input is inherent, since the 
; purpose of the process is to translate from the spoken to 
' tjh« visual. However, in speech recognition driven Command 
sind control systems, the user must often refer to command 

menus to find appropriate commands for his purposes. Thus, 
: tjhere is a constant need for switching back and forth from a 
: Natural speech input mode of operation to command menus. To 
L this, the user must make a sequence of manual inputs 
throiigh his mouse and/or keyboard. Such manual operations 
. ntil} get in the way of interactive users who, because of a 
iack ; of computer skills or other reasons, wish to relate to 

• the Computer system in a fully voice activated or 
Conversational manner. 

; The present invention provides a solution for users of 
; voice recognition systems who still need visual feedback in 
order to confirm the accuracy of spoken commands t»ut need to 
operate in a "hands-off" mode with respect to computer 
•input. in an interactive computer controlled display system 
Witl* speech command input recognition, the present invention 

• 'provides a system for confirming the recognition of a 
: command by first predetermining a plurality of speech 

commands for respectively designating each of a . 
corresponding plurality of system actions and proyiding 
: mearis for detecting such speech commands. There also are 
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^ — , f OT » prede M 1^ ri-e Ptrlgfl. 

time the user may give a spoken command to stop the. system . 
action designated by said displayed command. If the system 
altion is — aunnn tulfl predeterm ine tir ^ period 

executed. . 
! -the Examiner contends that the only shortcoming of the 
Goldhor patent is that it does not explicitly teach 
displaying the spoken commands. Applicants take issue with 
4iis simplification and submit that the disclosure of 
Gbldhor et al. suggest the present invention in at 

lleast three significant elements: 

| - Obldhoret al. f M 1 " to di sclose the fUffplav <?X 
commands . 

- It ^Att' r^r ^ariose t H « r B cocrniZflc1 command rtiftplayofl 
fbr a pjredeter tn-lnBrt time period. 

- tft does not disclose ^.utina rnp action <^*g"affl by 
displayed ™«p«nrt It n^f ^ TTT f f vnlge c °^ mani3 



! -Goldhor et al. does not disclose displaying commands 
for aW predetermined time period or executing the; actions 
iesignated by the commands if not stopped during time 
iericjd. In this connection, the Examiner has pointed to 
tol.:5, lines 40-55 for this disclosure. When this section 
^iscusses displaying sets of candidates and best iriatch 
Candidates, it is discussing only the conventional text 
£>ro4ssing expedient of presenting candidates for jdetected 

apok^n vocabulary words. Nowhere is there any discussion of 

displaying commands for any purpose. 

■ Actually, in the whole related section, col 5, lines 

17-5& referenced by the Examiner. Applicants can not find 

any reference to the display of anything for a predetermined 
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piriod of time, let alone the execution of a command if such 
execution is not stopped during that period of time. 

j The White reference does disclose display of spoken 
commands but it does not disclose or suggest fl1 PPlayi"fl 
r }r ^i 26 d command for a_p r gnpf, fin n ed time _P£riaa 9 r 
touting th» »^Hnn ^ S iq - f°H hv <!1«1n^ rommand It TOt 
shopped bv a voice grsmmand. 

! in White, the user must depress the voice button 2B on 
tjie positioning device 24 in order to use all of the voice 
functions. While the voice button 28 is depressed, all of 
t|ie voice functions including display of the command are 
operable. Upon the release of the voice button 26, all 
vbice functions cease including the display of the ; spoken 
commands. Thus, White fails to disclose the display of the 
rjecoghized command for a nrgdetermJ n<»rt Period of tiw? 
ijhe time is : determined only by how long the user depresses 
tjhe button.' Also, there is no teaching of any sort of voice 
dommaind to stop the displayed command in White. The 
tjxecution of the displayed command in White may be stopped 
o|nly by releasing the voice button; there is no voice 
dommand. 

j *rhus, even if the teachings of and Goldhor and White 
cjoulct be combined, there would be no teaching of 
^spljaving recognized command for ft predetermined tim e. 
^ericfo or executing the ac f lrm designated by displayed 
jommand if not stopped by a voice command- 
j Claims 3. 6. and 9 may be further distinguished over 
the combination of references in that the voice command for 
jjtopfcing the execution of the displayed action is a spoken 
fcepeiition of the displayed command. Examiner points to col 
f>, lines 29-39 in Goldhor for such a suggestion. All this 
kection discloses is a very general disclosure that in a 
[system which does not display commands, the user may set up 
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Jy woken event to trigger another event. *P" llca " 
sLests that this is not even . very remote suggestion of 

actional aspect of the present ^ ^ 

i in view of the foregoing, claims 1-9, all ox w 
li the present patent application are submitted to be in 
condition for allowance, such allowance is respectfully 
requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 

SjftSjof 





ittomey^fbr Applicants 
Registration No. 19,226 
(!512)' 302-1380 



PLEASE MAIL ALL CORRESPONDENCE TOi 

Leslie Van Leeuwen 
IPLaw Dept. - IMAD 4054 
IBM Corporation 
11400 Burnet Road 
Austin, Texas 78758 
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